THE ESCAPE FROM THE LEADS       j;6i
the ground, but I don't see how you are to do that, unless
you suddenly grow wings. Anyhow, I dare not go with you;
I shall stay here, and pray God for your safety.5
I returned to my cell, where I spent four hours cutting
up my sheets, blankets, mattress and palliasse into strips*
With these I made a hundred fathom of cord. I made a
packet of my coat, cloak, some shirts, stockings and hand-
kerchiefs. We then passed, all three of us, into the count's
cell. I had now flung away my Tartufe's mask, and spoke
openly before Soradaci.
In two hours, with the aid of the monk, I managed to
make a hole in the attic roof. To my horror I saw that it
was bright moonlight, and as on fine nights everybody
promenades in the Square of Saint Mark, this forced us to
wait until midnight; the extraordinary spectacle which we
should have presented scrambling about on the leads would
certainly have aroused first curiosity and then suspicion.
I asked Count Asquini to lend me thirty sequins, promis-
ing to return them as soon as I was safe in Germany, but
the poor old man, in spite of his virtues, was a miser at
heart. At first he tried to persuade me that I did not require
any money; finally, with many tears, he offered me two
sequins, which I was obliged to accept.
The first proof which Balbi gave me of his noble char-
acter was to tell me ten times over that I had broken my
word to him, for I had told him my plan was complete,
whereas it was nothing of the sort. He added that had he
known this he would not have joined in the enterprise.
Count Asquini, with the wisdom of seventy years, tried to
persuade me to give it up, telling me that it was hopeless,
for even if we fell into the canal, which was the best thing
that could happen to us, we should break our arms and legs,
for the water was not deep enough to destroy the force of
the fall. He was a barrister, and naturally eloquent, but
what moved him most, I knew, was his two sequins.
cThe steepness of the roof,3 he said, Vhich is covered
with sheets of lead, will not permit you to walk upright,